DESCRIPTION. 


ROYAL FIREWORKS. 


Prepared for Celebrating the Univerſal Joy, for the Ineſtimable Bleſſing afforded by God to the King, Queen, and People of 
theſe Realms, in the happy Birth of the moſt 1luſtrious PRINCE of WA LES, preſented on the Thames over-againſt 


White-Hall, on Tueſday Night the 17th of July, 1688, betpre both Their Majeſties, the Queen Dowager, the Prince and 
Princeſs of Denmark, _amxd the whole Court. 2 


TESD 7 BP HE firlt Scene of this Pyrozechnic Opera repreſented the Joyful Acclamations of the People, expreſled in theſe Words, written in Letters of 
RI&zre Flanc, Uivat Rex, ſuſpending between two Stately Columns, with a Girandola, containing 100 Rockets, all fired at once: And at the 
SY {mc Timc, ſeveral Water-Machines diſcharged divers Quagtities of Water-Baloons and Water-Rockets playing in the Thames, and thence 

L riſing up into the Air, and again falling into the Water, Fr great Diverſion and Varicty; in the mean Time, the Baloons, out of 


Sy the Mortar-Picces from the right and left Wings, with th& Triumph-Guns, and a Mortar-Picce of Nine Cylinders, threw up Baloons 


We into the Air, to a very great Height, where they brok ' into ſeveral Sorts of Fire-Works, as Stars, Reports, Fire-drops, and ſmall 
* Rockets. | 


The ſecond Repreſentation was the Figure of Bacchus, mounted upon a | 


#4} 


IN placed on a large Pedeſtal, holding in his right hand a Golden Cup, and 
in his left, the Arms of the P2ince of TUales : Over his Head were charadg'd in Letters of Flame, Laetitia Populi ; while out of the Figure, Tun, 


and Pedeſtal, were caſt forth all Sorts of Fire-Works, playing both in theWfter and in the Air; and at the ſame Time, on the right and left Side of 
Bacchus, were placed, on two Platforms, Frames of 1 50 great Rockets, frqtn fix to twelve Pounds weight cach, which played continually. 

| The third Scene exhibited the firing the Cyphers of Lheir Majelries N nes, encompaſſed with two Laurel Branches of Fire, having above them an 

- * + FJmperial Crown, and above that a Sun in his full Luſtre, between the $wo torementioned Pyramids of forty-five Foot high, ſupported at each Corner 
with a Lion Couchant, and raiſed upon two large Pedeſtals, the ſaid Pyramids:þaving each, on either of the Tops, a large Flower-de-luce burning, environed 
with burning Laurels, and caſting out divers Sorts of Fire-Works, the Pedeſtal likewiſe throwing out ſeveral Thouſands of Rockets, both up into the Air, 
and down into the Water ; and on the four Corners of the Platform, were plieed as many large Girandola's, each conliſting of a Hundred large Rockets ; 
and behind theſe Pyramids, another large Platform, furniſhed with five Hundmgd great Rockets, which played all the while the Royal Cyphers were burning, L 
beſides a Hundred great Rockets which were fired round about the Platform, 4 which the Pyramids were placed. Pace - 1 


And now the whole Front of the Fire-Works appeared clearly enlighteneQwhich was diſpoſed after this Manner: On the right Hand. of the D xamids 
was placed, at a 100 Foot diſtance, a Figure of twelve I*oot high, on a lar 4 $6 her Fiithe-F 


al, the Eigure reſempbpn | She ac: 

/holding a Laurel Wreath, and with her left embracing-a P-77ramid on her HeW'a Crown, and cloat ed 1n a Scarlet Robe embroidered with Gold, repre- 

| {enving the Emblem of Royal Glory, which was ſignified &y a Motto, raiſed three Foot above her Head, made out in flaming Letters of twenty-two Foot long, 

and two Foot and a half high, in theſe Words, Glozta Dunciyis, ſending forth a continual Fire of all Sorts ; and behind the Figure, at 100 Foot Diſtance, 
was a Platform, upon which all this while played three Hundred great Rockets. 


The next Figure, ſomewhat advanced before the reſt of the Front, was that of Bacchus, before deſcribed, repreſenting the Emblem of the People's 
Gladneſs, expreſling in like large Letters of Flame this Motto, Laetitia Popult, 

On the left Hand of the Pyramids, was another Figure of twelve Foot high, at the former Diſtance ; this Figure reſembling A Beautiful Woman * 
was veſted in an Azure Robe, richly adorned, on her Head a Crown, with her right Hand graſping the Brizi/h Oak; twined about with Ivy Branches and 
Berries, ſtanding upon a Pedeſtal ; at her Feet, on one Side a Hare, on the other Side a Hen and Chickens, each on a little Pedeſtal, being all Emblems of 
Fecundity, and alluding to her Majeſty's happy Fruitfulneſs, expreſſed by the Figure of Feecundity ; over whoſe Head, at three Foot Diſtance, burned a 
Motto in fiery Letters, of twenty-ſeven Foot and a half long, and two Foot and a half high, expreſſing theſe Words, Fauſta Foecunditas; which Figure 
in her left Arm held a Child, repreſenting the PRINCE of WALES, over whoſe Head burned a Motto, ſhaped like a half Circle, eight Foot the 
whole, and four Foot the Semidiameter, in theſe Words, P2zopago Jmpertt, caſting forth a continual and different Fire of all Sorts, both in the Air and 
"Water, there v.;. Io three Hundred great Rockets which played up into the Air one after another, during the Time the Figure was burning. 

By this laſt Deſcription of the Front of the Fire-Works, and the ſeveral Motto's, will be clearly underſtood the Deſign and Intent of the Whole, which 

imports this Senſe or Mcaning, vis. That the Glozy of the King, and Gladneſs of the People, had been happily augmented By the bleſſed 

Fruitfulneſs of Þer Majeſty, having brought forth (in the moſt Auſpicious Birth of His Royal Highneſs) A Pzince, to propagate the Honour and 
Greatneſs of the Bzttillh Empire. 

The laſt Firing afforded not an unpleaſing Spectacle, by the playing off of three Thouſand Rockets out of fix Girandola's, which were played upon two 
Platforms, upon the right and left of the abovementioned Figures, cach at two Hundred Foot Diſtance, in a ſtrait Line with the faid Pyramids, concluding 
with the Diſcharge of forty-five Baloons out of the aforeſaid Mortar-Pieces and Triumph Guns from their Platforms, upon the right and left Wings. The end 
of this ſplendid Diverſion was made known by the Noiſe of His Majeſty's Trumpetsand Kettle-Drums, ſeconded by the People's repeated Huzza's, expreſſing 


the Satisfaftion they had received in the happy and ſucceſsful Performance of what had been undertaken, which was cloſed by the Diſcharge of the Great _ 
Ordnance from the Tower. 


— 


This Deſcription of the Royal Fire-Wozks, now made publick, in Memory of the yreat Occaſion for which they were firſt deſigned, is, in all 
humility, Dedicated to the Growing Glory of His Royal Highneſs the PRINCE of WALES, by 


His Royal Hlighneſs's moſt humble, 
and moſt obedient Servant, 


M BECK MA N, 
Principal Engineer to His Majefly of Great Britain. 


